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Brief overview of the History of
Sharada Script

By Rakesh Kaul

Sharada Lipi traces back to 3 CE, as
per the new evidence that has surfaced
up lately. New carbon dating research
commissioned by the University of Oxford’s
Bodleian Libraries into the ancient Indian
Bakhshali manuscript, provides evidence
that this manuscript can be dated to 3rd
CE. Determining the date of the Bakhshali
manuscript is of vital importance to the history
of mathematics and study of early South
Asian culture testifying to the subcontinent’s
rich and longstanding scientific tradition.

The Bakhshali manuscript uses an early stage
of the Sharada script, and therefore, provides
earliest record of this script. Thus, Sharada
has existed much before Devanagari, but
Devanagari has never been replacement
for Sharada. Sharada is mother script to
Gurumukhi, Landa and Takri scripts. The use
of this script was at its prime between 8" and
12 century CE in Kashmir and neighbouring
areas. This also happens to be the era when
Kashmir was rich culturally and spiritually and
was the hub of knowledge. This is the time when
Sharada Peeth in Kashmir was a well recognized
as a seat of learning and was famous all over
India and in the neighbouring countries.
Large number of books and scriptures were
written in Sharada Script during this time.
No wonder, there are an estimated 40,000
manuscripts written in Sharada script, which
can be found in various libraries in India,
United States, Canada and many European
countries. Many must have got destroyed and
some may be lying with some householders.
These manuscripts are believed to be rich
source of knowledge about mathematics,
astrology, medicine and  philosophy.

With the invasion of Muslim rulers and their
establishment in India and particularly in
Kashmir, Hindu literature including Sharada
script faced a serious on slaughter. The script
was forced out of usage and became almost
extinct. The general population remained
deprived of the knowledge of the script as
well as the grand manuscripts that were
written in this script. Only a minuscule
of Hindu community who continued
to use Sharada for writing horoscopes
remained knowledgeable about this script.



http://www.shardalipi.com/
http://www.shardalipi.com

ctp

f'vo

Page 5/8

~ ||| -
0% TS YT ,
- o -
’ ;Emk*‘ -
& \~ ’T\ - ‘LB L Y "
a J t q = = s —1 : o B
W ARNE R EE TS T e o
P FAT Y ‘3 ¥ A% 3 ,
aw ?H T"*‘T’S BTa §‘rr
s A;W 2y 0 0 8, 9
r . ‘tful zrﬁ S — .
" i s o i
“ ﬁ 1 @w‘«r T f
. N R g;
MIE| T gﬁugr«r TYRT @9 0TS i}r .
FroyT gy ﬁq
e e ST T3 TIT |TIEAST| T | TT
feafm | Iouz 3 Qquis | ™ MET | FI R | AT
124l il T I3 yfewT 3 TITH Fdn A
THIBT| T3 | wdufy | IUHT | IUTW | 9w |gIc g TImsg
a7 T3 TTEA| FLT BE(LS o g
T LT | T3qTEC| BRI | vy | RS Il
*Note:- This list
is indicative and
not exhaustive
. . e
5ITHS | THTHD| IF | IER | prygn | Fony | HIT/AN |

g oD


https://www.instagram.com/shaardagram

Page 6/8

- q 7T {94 / Sharada Diwas

Sharada- Devata & Varnamatrka

The script owes its name “Sharada”,
to the region in which it was most
popularly used, which was called
Sharadadesha or Sharadamandala
a country whose main goddess of
worship was Sharada.

Critical Edition of Vijnanabhairava

The critical edition is a method

to establish the original text, that

may have got transformed during

the transmission. A critical edition
considers all point of views, doctrinal
and semantical. The commentaries
sometimes help us to understand the
text but sometimes they already imply

a vision of a doctrinal school.

To decide the older version -The general
tendency in course of transmission

of text is to simplify a difficult word

or expression. The difficult reading is
more original than the simple reading.
Similarly, grammatically irregular
forms are more original than the

regularised variants

Need for a Critical Edition of
Vijnanabhairava

A manuscript preserving an abundance

of apparently grammatically correct
and doctrinally coherent variants is

thus no guarantor of originality. Rather
the opposite may be the case.

Emendation and horizontal

which is observed in texts like
Malinivijayottara which have
regionally restricted transmission,
instances of emendation would be
very high in text like Vijnanabhairava
whose transmission is admitted to a

vast territory.
U e w - et or fHel?

While the latter is most commonly
used, the former is a rare usage but

correct.

JUETTEHSITHHA presence

of Jihvamuliya sound.

Connection with gloss

Ellipsis (...) is a notation used in the
modern languages. I do not think this
scribe has used them. There are few
other random dots on this page in the
same color which is not the same as ink

color.

The notes that we come across in
many of the MSs have by and large
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been the abridged versions of certain
commentaries. The 3TelegHTC’s
HIHET SATET gives the following
explanation on the particular Dharana-
FATAHEITocl:- TIRFHITCHEY

The usage of the term T RIT:HATTHED
is an interesting feature of this
commentary. Otherwise in
Sivopadhyaya’s commentary, we find
FRITHITTHET , and in this, the
usage of T RIT: and YT appears to
be a tautology, for the term hYTe is
not used for anything other than the
skull, hence fRIT: does not serve any
purpose. Whereas if FRIT:@aTeHEd
is taken, then it would mean the point

of entrance/exit in the cranium.

Some Observations:-

*  The placement of superscript
anusvara and e-matra is

occasionally haphazard,

*  The ligatures bha and ru
are indistinguishable in some
MSs.

* The text is revised and
corrected both propria and

secunda manu,

e Corrections are noted both
interlineally and in the

margins,

* Insertion points are tagged
with standard kakapada (or

hamsapada) marks.
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Activity Cart Of Previous Month

Free 3-day Online Workshop to Read, Write and Transliterate Sharada
Script was conducted by Rakesh Koul and Veronica Peer on 15-16-17 Feb
2022.

This three day sharada workshop had participants from various parts of
world including India, Australia, Germany, UK, France, Spain, Finland and
many more.

The workshop was designed to help students to read, write and
transliterate old Sharada manuscripts by the end of three sessions.
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DONATE

If you appreciate the efforts by The
Core Sharada Team Foundation
for the revival of Sharada Script,

Kindly Donate generously.

Core Sharada Team Foundation

HDEFC Bank,Airport Rd., Bangalure
Account No: 50200054809336
IESC: HDFC0000075

(RTGS / NEFT)

(Income Tax exemption under 80G)

For Learning Sharada or any other suggestions:-

facebook.com/Core-Sharda- . - . p
s .com/coreshardateam
Team-110148770831539 instagram.com/
. shardalipi.com

twitter.com/CoreSharada - maatrika.cst@gmail.com
Q

Phone - 98301 35616 / 90089 52222
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